
January 2018 media highlights 

Consumer news and features 

International 

Outlet: Nederlands Dagblad 
Reach: 25,000 copies 
Headline: Beschut briljantje in Bristol [Sheltered brilliant in Bristol]  
Date: 02/11/2017 
A daily newspaper with a Christian audience, Netherland’s Dagblad visited in September and 
produced two articles that celebrate Bristol and Bath’s places of worship – with a particular 
emphasis on the New Room at the ‘biljantje’ John Wesley’s Chapel.  

Outlet: NY Times 
Reach: 915,865 
Headline: 52 Places to go in 2018 
Date: 10/01/2018 
Bristol was named #51 in ’52 Places to go in 2018’ – the only UK destination - as a direct result of a 
pitch by VisitBritain’s Erin Nemeth. Erin thanked Destination Bristol for its ‘continuous pipeline of 
news to VisitBritain’. Features Being Brunel and SS Great Britain, Bristol Old Vic and St George’s 
Bristol, plus improvements to rail services planned for 2019. 

Outlet: Visit England 
Reach: 3.2 million on Facebook 
Headline: 24 Hours in the UK 
Date: 15/01/2018 
Bristol took an active part in this Love Great Britain campaign that saw a team of vloggers 
despatched to various corners of the UK. Their films were edited together to make a series of short 
videos each representing a 24-hour travel experience. And on Blue Monday (15 January) the hourly 
‘moments’ captured by the influencers were released every hour on the LoveGreatBritain Facebook 
page, with followers encouraged to vote for their favourite ‘bucket list’ experiences from the 24 
hour trips. The content was shared across VisitEngland’s social media channels. Bristol’s moment 
features a classic street art tour.  

 

National  

Outlet: Me and B make tea 
Reach: 10,000+ combined online reach 
Headline: Urban Glamping in Bristol 
Date: 22/01/2018 
Review of the retro rooftop rockets on Brooks Guesthouse following an overnight stay. This was a 
direct result of the DB press release Suites for my Sweet featuring romantic places to stay for 
Valentine’s Day. 

Local 

Outlet: Bristol Post 
Reach: 17,148 
Headline: This area of Bristol is officially the ‘hippest’ place in the UK 
Date: 31/01/2018 
Based on places for a ‘caffeine hit’, its most ‘Instagrammable spots’, and its ‘mouth-watering must-

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/travel/places-to-visit.html
https://www.facebook.com/lovegreatbritain/
https://meandbmaketea.com/2018/01/22/brooks-guesthouse-bristol-review/
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-news/area-bristol-officially-hippest-place-1140590


eats’, Montpelier is officially the hippest place in the UK says Travelsupermarket. Kathryn Davis, 
head of tourism at Destination Bristol, said: “Tucked away between the more known areas of 
Stokes Croft, St Pauls and Gloucester Rd, Montpelier is a fascinating pocket of Georgian and early 
Victorian architecture but is much better known for its cool hang outs, top foodie spots and friendly 
pubs with live music and DJs. A distinct bohemian vibe and a strong community spirit, it is definitely 
one of the best brunch spots in the city and good selection of food for veggies and vegans.” 

Trade 

Destination Bristol relaunched its convention bureau services as ‘Meet Bristol’. The press release 
announcing the relaunch was featured on Conference News (circulation 15,000), Meet Pie and MICE 
and TOURISM around the World e-magazine  

Outlet: Group Leisure 
Reach: 7,000 
Headline: 7 Things to Look out for in 2018 
Date: January 
In a national What’s new round-up of  openings and events aimed at group travel professionals and 
featured in a Who’s Who guide for 2018, Bristol made number 3 with the forthcoming launch of SS 
Great Britain’s new museum Being Brunel, Grand Appeal’s latest Aardman themed arts trail, the 
Bristol Old Vic’s imminent revamp and the Balloon Fiesta’s 40th anniversary.  

Outlet: Travel GBI 
Reach: 12,934 
Headline: Avon Calling 
Date: 11/01/2018 
A travel feature focusing on Bristol’s status as ‘Museum Destination of the Year’ (Luxury Travel Guide 
Awards). The writer includes Aerospace Bristol, SS Great Britain and Being Brunel, We the Curious, 
Gromit Unleashed 2 and an overnight stay at Mercure Bristol Brigstow Hotel.  

 

Other stories 

Bristol was featured in the Irish Times as part of New Year round-up of the Best places to Visit in 
2018. Readers’ Digest ran a City Guide to Bristol flagging up some of its highlights from ferry boat 
trips to the Clifton Lido. In online magazine Country and Town House, Rebecca Cox interviewed 
executive chef Freddie Bird (Lido, Glassboat and Three Brothers) to spill the beans about his 
favourite places to eat in the city.  Bristol is mentioned – twice – in a piece in the Scottish Sun on the 
UK’s hippest neighbourhoods (Montpelier and Stokes Croft make the top five).   

 

Press trips and enquiries (where coverage is forthcoming) 

EUROPA, the inflight magazine of Spanish airline, Air Europa (with a monthly circulation over 
800.000 readers) contacted us to help prepare an article about Bristol’s place as the capital of street 
art in Europe. UK sports magazine Football Weekends requested images to go with an article on 
Bristol scheduled for a spring issue. Stephen Emms, editor/publisher of London Belongs to Me spent 
a weekend in Bristol with a view to writing a ’48 hours in’ city guide for two across-London 
neighbourhood titles: Weekendr and Gasholder (circulation/readership 200k). The editor of Pebble 
Magazine – Georgina Wilson-Powell – spent two nights in the city to research a travel feature and 
sustainable city guide to be launched in May. She met with local traders on Gloucester Road, the 
People’s Republic of Stokes Croft, Bristol Pound and more, and stayed on Kyle Blue. Chinese vlogger 

http://www.meetpie.com/Modules/NewsModule/newsdetails.aspx?t=Bristol-convention-bureau-relaunched-as-Meet-Bristol&newsid=26697
https://en-gb.facebook.com/MICE-and-TOURISM-Around-the-World-e-magazine-938618909588433/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/MICE-and-TOURISM-Around-the-World-e-magazine-938618909588433/
http://www.travelgbi.com/articles/125416/avon-calling
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/travel/the-best-places-to-travel-in-2018-1.3336571
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/lifestyle/travel/city-guide-bristol
https://www.countryandtownhouse.co.uk/food-and-drink/best-places-eat-bristol-foodies-guide/
https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/travel/2166650/the-hippest-neighbourhoods-in-the-uk-have-been-named-and-bristols-montpelier-is-officially-cooler-than-london/


Chenxi, spent two nights in Bristol filming for his vlogs to be shared on bilibili (the most popular 
video sharing platform among young Chinese), Weibo (Chinese equivalent of Twitter) and WeChat 
Public Account (Chinese equivalent of a Facebook Page). His experiences included Pieminister, a BBC 
Tour and a boat trip, with an overnight stay at The Bristol. 

 

Press releases 
January 2018 issue included a listings release on What’s On and What’s new in March (sent out, in 
the first instance, to long-lead press). We also sent a release to announce the launch of Meet Bristol 
Destination Bristol’s rebranded conference bureau, and another to shout about Bristol’s  part in 
Social Media Week in February. National and local press also received a last-minute update on 
unusual things to do for Valentine’s Day.   

 

Networking  
Destination Bristol’s Annual Conference took place at the Doubletree by Hilton City Centre and was 
attended by 120 partners and members.  
 


